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Appendix table 5-13.
Overall mean and average percentage correct on grade 4 TIMSS science assessment, by country and content
area: 1994–95

Environmental
All science Life Physical issues/

Country Mean content areas Earth sciences sciences sciences       nature of science

All countries .................. 524.0 (0.7) 59.0 (0.1) 57.0 (0.1) 64.0 (0.1) 57.0 (0.2) 51.0 (0.2)
(Australia) ....................... 562.0 (2.9) 66.0 (0.5) 61.0 (0.6) 72.0 (0.5) 63.0 (0.7) 63.0 (0.8)
(Austria) .......................... 565.0 (3.3) 66.0 (0.7) 62.0 (0.8) 72.0 (0.7) 64.0 (0.8) 54.0 (1.0)
Canada ........................... 549.0 (3.0) 64.0 (0.6) 62.0 (0.6) 68.0 (0.6) 61.0 (0.7) 56.0 (0.7)
Cyprus ............................ 475.0 (3.3) 51.0 (0.5) 48.0 (0.7) 55.0 (0.5) 50.0 (0.7) 42.0 (1.0)
Czech Republic .............. 557.0 (3.1) 65.0 (0.5) 64.0 (0.6) 71.0 (0.5) 62.0 (0.7) 56.0 (0.9)
(England and Wales) ...... 551.0 (3.3) 63.0 (0.6) 61.0 (0.6) 68.0 (0.6) 60.0 (0.8) 56.0 (1.0)
Greece ........................... 497.0 (4.1) 54.0 (0.8) 52.0 (0.9) 61.0 (0.9) 49.0 (0.9) 43.0 (1.2)
Hong Kong ..................... 533.0 (3.7) 62.0 (0.7) 61.0 (0.6) 68.0 (0.7) 60.0 (0.8) 50.0 (1.1)
(Hungary) ........................ 532.0 (3.4) 62.0 (0.6) 62.0 (0.7) 66.0 (0.6) 59.0 (0.8) 50.0 (0.9)
Iceland ........................... 505.0 (3.3) 55.0 (0.7) 55.0 (0.7) 60.0 (0.8) 52.0 (0.7) 47.0 (1.2)
Iran ................................. 416.0 (3.9) 40.0 (0.7) 38.0 (0.7) 44.0 (0.7) 40.0 (0.9) 26.0 (0.9)
Ireland ............................ 539.0 (3.3) 61.0 (0.6) 60.0 (0.8) 66.0 (0.6) 57.0 (0.7) 55.0 (0.9)
(Israel) ............................. 505.0 (3.6) 57.0 (0.8) 51.0 (0.8) 61.0 (0.9) 55.0 (0.9) 51.0 (1.3)
Japan ............................. 574.0 (1.8) 70.0 (0.3) 66.0 (0.4) 73.0 (0.3) 70.0 (0.4) 62.0 (0.6)
Kuwait ............................ 401.0 (3.1) 39.0 (0.5) 36.0 (0.6) 45.0 (0.6) 37.0 (0.5) 25.0 (0.7)
(Latvia (LSS)) .................. 512.0 (4.9) 56.0 (0.8) 57.0 (1.0) 60.0 (0.8) 54.0 (0.9) 46.0 (1.2)
(Netherlands) .................. 557.0 (3.1) 67.0 (0.5) 61.0 (0.6) 73.0 (0.5) 65.0 (0.6) 61.0 (0.9)
New Zealand .................. 531.0 (4.9) 60.0 (0.9) 57.0 (0.9) 66.0 (0.9) 57.0 (1.1) 54.0 (1.2)
Norway ........................... 530.0 (3.6) 60.0 (0.6) 60.0 (0.6) 67.0 (0.7) 55.0 (0.7) 53.0 (0.9)
Portugal .......................... 480.0 (4.0) 50.0 (0.7) 50.0 (0.8) 54.0 (0.8) 49.0 (0.9) 39.0 (1.0)
Scotland ......................... 536.0 (4.2) 60.0 (0.8) 58.0 (0.9) 65.0 (0.8) 57.0 (0.8) 53.0 (1.2)
Singapore ....................... 547.0 (5.0) 64.0 (0.8) 58.0 (0.8) 70.0 (0.8) 64.0 (0.8) 53.0 (1.1)
(Slovenia) ........................ 546.0 (3.3) 64.0 (0.7) 64.0 (0.7) 68.0 (0.7) 61.0 (0.8) 54.0 (0.8)
South Korea ................... 597.0 (1.9) 74.0 (0.4) 72.0 (0.5) 76.0 (0.4) 75.0 (0.5) 70.0 (0.8)
(Thailand) ........................ 473.0 (4.9) 49.0 (0.9) 48.0 (0.9) 52.0 (0.8) 46.0 (1.0) 48.0 (1.4)
United States ................ 565.0 (3.1) 66.0 (0.5) 64.0 (0.7) 71.0 (0.6) 60.0 (0.6) 65.0 (0.8)

TIMSS = Third International Mathematics and Science Study

NOTE: Standard errors are shown in parentheses. Countries not meeting sampling or other guidelines are shown in parentheses.

SOURCES: Mullis, I., M. Martin, A. Beaton, E. Gonzalez, D. Kelly, and T. Smith, 1997.  Mathematics Achievement in the Primary School Years: IEA’s Third
International Mathematics and Science Study (TIMSS).  Chestnut Hill, MA: Boston College, TIMSS International Study Center.

See figure 5-8 in Volume 1. Science & Engineering Indicators – 2000

Percentage correct


